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Fourth Sunday of Advent Y A. 18th December 2022. God is with us  

Today we celebrate the Fourth and Last Sunday of Advent, seven days before Christmas. The 

atmosphere is changing, and the preparation is becoming more intense; there are a lot of 

decorations going on at homes and in other places around the globe, and families are welcoming 

different visitors in their homes, people are traveling from one to another, there are plans on the 

meal to be cooked, where to go visit and catch some fun, all these because of Christmas – the birth 

of a king who prophet Isaiah in our first reading foretold, " the virgin shall conceive, and bear a 

son, and shall name him Emmanuel.  

It is good to have all these preparations at this season, and in as much as we embark on these 

preparations, we should as well know the meaning of what we are celebrating. Knowing the 

meaning and the reason could help us have a better preparation: we are not celebrating a king like 

any other worldly kings but one who comes to dwell in us; to identify with us and to rescue us 

from damnation, although the celebration has been hijacked to be a worldly one. In so many 

countries, this is the period where crimes are being perpetrated to the highest order, kidnapping 

for ransom, prostitution and immorality in order to earn money, and armed Robbery/ banditry.  

This is a period where the price of commodities increases, and transport fares are charged 

extravagantly.  

During this period, you hear fake promises to achieve one's selfish desires, drunkenness, unhealthy 

relationships and all sorts of social vices being committed during this period of Christmas.  

The meaning and the reason of this important celebration has been bastardized. As Christian and 

believers, we must be courageous enough to take a different dimension: it was originally a spiritual 

preparation where individuals are called to recollect themselves, to see where we have wronged 

God by not utilizing or cooperating with the grace we received from him, by not loving and offered 

forgiveness to those who have wrong us and for the period we denied God some hours out of the 

many hours he gave us. This can be demonstrated in a Sacramental confession.  

If we understand the meaning in this manner, we are fully prepared to celebrate the birth of a child, 

Emmanuel, which means "God is with us.” He does not only come to save us but to teach us how 

to live like him, not to perform our responsibilities but to direct us on how to carry them out, not 

to stop temptation that may come, but to give us grace and the ability to overcome them, not to be 

our refuge only but to teach us how to depend on and trust in him. He didn't only come to dwell 

with us but to make us his righteous sons and daughters like Joseph, who was identified as a 

righteous man in the gospel today.  

Beloved in Christ, amidst the challenging of this world, God is with us, in our families, when we 

are confused, He is with us, and in times of sickness and every kind of diseases he will continue 

to be with us. Since he is with us, we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Rom. 

8:37. As we continue to await the birth of Emmanuel, may we all purify our minds and hearts that 

He may dwell in us. Amen. 

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 


